INCREDIBLE OBTUSENESS

one having the appearance of an aged seer, who
craved to be led into the Imperial Presence.

"Lo, Mightiest," said a slave, bearing in this
message, " there stands at the outer gate one
resembling an ancient philosopher, desiring to
gladden his failing eyesight before he Passes
Up with a brief vision of your illuminated
countenance."

'"The petition is natural but inopportune,"
replied the agreeable Monarch. "Let the worthy
soothsayer be informed that after an exceptionally
fatiguing day we are now snatching a few short
hours of necessary repose, from which it would
be unseemly to recall us."

"He received your gracious words with dis-
tended ears and then observed that it was for
your All-wisdom to decide whether an inspired
message which he had read among the stars was
not of more consequence than even a refreshing
sleep," reported the slave, returning.
, "In that case," replied the Subliniest, "tell the
persevering wizard that we have changed our
minds and are religiously engaged in worship-
ping our ancestors, so that it would be really
sacrilegious to interrupt us."

" He kowtowed profoundly at the mere mention
of your charitable occupation and proceeded to
depart, remarking that it would indeed be cor-
rupt to disturb so meritorious an exercise with
a scheme simply for your earthly enrichment,"
again reported the message-bearer.

"Bestrain him!" hastily exclaimed the broad-
minded Sovereign. "Give the venerable necro-
mancer clearly to understand that we have
worshipped them enough for one day. Doubtless